Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
April 14, 2024 - Third Sunday of Easter

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street e Athens, OH e (740) 593-3144
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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector:
Doug Debrick; Live Stream: Kay Cleland; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Dan
Snoddy, Jane Unger; Greeter: Chris Snoddy; Acolyte: Meena; Tray Server: John Molinaro;
Children’s Church: Chris Snoddy



The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food
with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In
today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday
worship.

WELCOME
PRELUDE The Joyful Eastertide CLC Choir Christian Yoder, Director

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING SONG Open Now Thy Gate of Beauty (ELW 533)
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak,O God, and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in-deed;
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on earth must be.
let  my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp -ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 1is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill
us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19
A reading from Acts.
’[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?**The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to
release him. “But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer
given to you, >and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. ‘°And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence
of all of you.

7“And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. ‘®In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.
“Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7

A reading from 1 John.

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. “Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this:
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. >And all who have this
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

“Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. °You know that he was
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. °No one who abides in him sins; no one
who sins has either seen him or known him. ’Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone
who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

% Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” *’They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. **He said to them, “Why are
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? *’Look at my hands and my feet; see
that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that |
have.” “°And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. “*While in their joy
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
“’They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “*and he took it and ate in their presence.

““Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” “°Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “°and he said to them,
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
“7and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. “®You are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands (ELW 370)
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1 Christ Je-sus lay in death’s strong bands for our of-fens-es giv - en;
2 Our Sav-ior Je-sus, God’s own Son, here in our stead de-scend-ed;
3 Here the true Pas-chal Lamb we see, whom God so free-ly gave us,
4 So let us keep the fes - ti - val to which the Lord in - vites us;
5 Then let us feast this Eas - ter day on Christ the bread of heav-en;
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but now at God’sright hand he stands and brings us  life from heav-en.
the knot of sin has been un-done, the claim of death is end - ed.
who died on the ac - curs - ed tree— so strong God’s lovel—to  save us.
Christis the ver - y joy of all, the sun that warms and lights us.
the Word of grace has purged a - way the old and e - vil leav-en.
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There-fore let us joy - ful be and sing to God right thank - ful - ly
Christ has crushed the pow’r of hell; now there is naught but death’s gray shell—
See, his blood now marks our door; faith points to it; death pas - ses o’er,
Now his grace to us im-parts e - ter-nal sun-shine to our hearts;
Christ a - lone, our ho - ly meal, the hun-gry soul will feed and heal;
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loud songs of hal -le - lu -  jah! Hal - le - lu - jah!
its sting is lost for - ev - er Hal - le - Iu - jah!
and Sa - tan can-not harm us. Hal - le - lu - jah!
the night of sin s end - ed Hal - le - lu - jah!
faith lives up - on no oth - er! Hal - le - Iu - jah!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. composite
Music: CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
Text st. 2 © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from sin and death through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Let us lift our voices and pray.

Risen Lord. Hear our prayer

Let us give thanks to God for the multitude of blessings He showers upon us:
For our lives and for those whom we love,

For the beauty of this home God has created for us.

For our families and our friendships,

Let us give thanks to the God of Life.

Risen Lord. Hear our prayer

Let us pray for the church, that it may carry forward the redemptive works of God:
For our clergy and our bishops,

For the many lay people who serve the church,

And serve the world through the church,

For those gathered here in worship and prayer.

Risen Lord. Hear our prayer

Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers that oppress and destroy
may decline, and that justice, peace and prosperity return.

Let us pray especially for the people of nations where war and violence rage, especially
Palestine and Israel, Myanmar, Iraq, Haiti, Russia and Ukraine, and South Sudan.

Risen Lord. Hear our prayer



Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle. We pray for those who
have died and those who grieve their loss.

Let the hope born of Easter give them peace, acceptance and renewal and that through their
struggles they may come into closer communion with the God who redeems and restores.
Risen Lord. Hear our prayer

Lord God, hear these, the prayers of your people. Grant that the divine light with which you
flood our minds may shine forth in our lives, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY What God Ordains is Always Good CLC Choir Christian Yoder, Director

OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,

10



clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.

Come and eat at God’s table.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858)
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre - a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de-fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good - ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: LOBE DEN HERREN, Ernewerten Gesangbuch, Part 11, Stralsund, 1665

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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