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Introduction to the day

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to
do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
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WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.

Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in *F Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.




GATHERING SONG

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (BOURBON) (ELW 667)
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1 “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - lor said,
2 Take up your Cross; let not its weight
3  Take up your Ccross, nor heed the shame,
4  Take up your Cross and fol - low Christ,
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“if you would my dis - ci - ple  be;
per vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your fool ish heart re - bel;
nor think till death to lay it  down;
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for - sake the past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those  who hum bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.
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Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814—1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

“The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
>The Lord God has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
6] gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.

"The Lord God helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%t is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: James 3:1-12

A reading from James.

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. “Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. “For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it
we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 1°From the same mouth come blessing
and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 'Does a spring pour forth from
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? '2Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield
olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38

The holy gospel according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

27)esus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2°He asked them, “But who do you say that
| am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 3°And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 3?He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 3*For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. 3®For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 3’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

The Head That Once Was Crowned (ELW 432)
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1 The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glo - ry

now;

2 The high-est place that heav'n af - fords is  his by sov-reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be - low
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might -y vic-tor’s brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav’'n’s e - ter-nal light.
to whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to know;
their name, an ev - er - last-ing name, their joy, the joy of heav'n.
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5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst'ry of his love.

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855
Music: ST. MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke, 1669-1707

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In peace we pray to you Lord God

For all people in their daily life and work;

For our families, friends and neighbors, and for those who are alone
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

For this community, the nation and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom and peace
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of wildfires, floods, earthquakes
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick and the friendless and the needy
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

For those who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

For all who proclaim the Gospel and all who seek the truth
Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

For our own needs and the needs of others which we now offer either silently or aloud........
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer



Lord God, hear the prayers of your church as we rejoice in the mystery of our Lord’s death and

resurrection;

Grant that what we celebrate with faith we may put into practice in our lives,
Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207)
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Ho -1y, ho - Iy, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,



our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who hunger and thirst, come.
The table is ready.
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COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord of life,

in the gift of your body and blood

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy,

bearing witness to the abundance of your love

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.
The holy Trinity, - one God,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG

Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory (ELW 561)
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1 Joy-ous light of heav'n-ly glo - ry, lov-ing glow of God’s own
2 In the stars that grace the dark - ness, in the blaz -ing sun of
3 You who made the heav-en’s splen-dor, ev-'ry danc-ing star of
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God of shad - ows, come and light our hearts a - new.
chains a - sun - der, set us free and make us whole.
of sal - va - tion, lead us on to end - less day.

Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. §00.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.

Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY

Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner
Assisting Minister: Stephen Chikoksy
Organist: George Weckman
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