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Introduction to the day 
The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of 
God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is 
proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, 
the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the 
waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news 
of God’s love to all people. 
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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  We Three Kings of Orient Are (WOV 646) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to 
know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
  and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
  they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
  all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
  and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:1-12 
A reading from Ephesians. 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—2for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, 3and how the mystery 
was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable 
you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
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6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise 
in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the 
working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring 
to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of 
the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and 
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they 
were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304) 
 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Loving God, We gather as your people this morning 
Seeking your presence, your comfort and your love. 
 
In this Epiphany Season of light 
Shine your light upon us – into the recesses of our spirits, 
Those places where we experience anxiety, depression, fear, grief and despair. 
Lord in your mercy Hear our Prayer 
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God of grace and healing, 
Shine your light upon us – Into those places of conflict and tension 
In our families, In our friendships, In our work and community. 
May your light be a healing balm, 
Bringing with it forgiveness and reconciliation. 
Lord in your mercy Hear our Prayer 
 
God of connection; 
Shine your light upon us –  Onto the common human ties that bind all of your people together: neighbor 
and stranger, friend and enemy alike. 
In your light, remind us that you have created us, all of us 
In your image, unique and beloved by you. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our Prayer 
 
God of power and mercy, 
Shine your light upon our nation and its leaders 
that they may govern justly and wisely. 
Not just for the concerns of  the most wealthy and powerful, 
But especially of those who are poor, 
Those who struggle with physical and mental illness, 
Members of the LGBTQ community who must fight each day simply to be themselves, 
Those who fear for their families because of financial hardship or immigration status, 
Those who are forgotten and forsaken. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our Prayer 
 
God of compassion and peace, 
Shine your light on all the places around the world 
Where violence and war are found: 
With your light bring peace to those who languish in fear, violence and despair. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our Prayer 
 
God of goodness, 
We thank you for the light that shines – 
The light that we see In the glory and wonder of your creation, 
Thank you for the light that shines through this community and its members, young and old, who remind 
us of your presence in tears and laughter, teaching and learning, work and play. 
Lord in your mercy  Hear our prayer   
 
God of light, you came to earth to lift humanity and light our way to lives of peace.  Help us carry that 
light into the world so that all can see your goodness and love.  AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  

 
ANTHEM 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, 
your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, 
prepare us to receive the grace and truth 
you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, 
in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Almighty Lord, 
we praise your shining light, your glowing grace. 
From before the earth’s foundation, 
you loved us and promised us life forever. 
Within the earth’s deep sadness, 
we laud your great and glorious might. 
Despite our tears and sinning, 
we sing of the gladness of your mercy. 
We praise your Son, our Morning Star.  
Christ is our diamond bright, 
our treasure dear.  
He is our living Savior who has ransomed us in love. 
He keeps us yours and fails us never— 
today, tomorrow, and every day. 
On the night before his great salvation, 
he took bread and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With joy we tell our story: 
Alleluia!  
We call for your Spirit on us and this meal. 
Refresh our souls with this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of your Son. 
Nourish us as branches of your tree, 
and enlighten us with your undying flame. 
We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son, 
we exult in the Spirit. 
Transport us in our yearning, 
and be for us the end and the beginning, 
our purest pleasure, our victorious crown, 
our never-ending love. 
And so we pray and praise: 
Amen, amen, amen! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, 
come, see what God makes known for you. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, 
God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, 
strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
BLESSING 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
NEW PRAYER CONCERNS 
Please Keep Dick Brackin and family in your prayers as they mourn the death of his sister Valda 
Holzapfel. 
For those who wish to send a card, Dick's address is Kensington Place, 1001 Parkview Blvd Apt. 120, 
Columbus, OH 43219 
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SENDING SONG     As with Gladness Men of Old (ELW 302) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Pastor Chad Huebner; Assisting Minister: Greg Newton; 
Organist: George Weckman; Livestream Team: Sam Hanson/Doug Debrick; Greeter: Sue Ellen 
Miller 


