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INTRODUCTION 
On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have been given an Advocate to accompany us. Poured out in wind 
and fire, water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. We give thanks that God speaks 
to each of us, no matter our origins, language, or life path. Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from 
worship to proclaim the saving power of Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s grace with all the world. 

 
WELCOME AND PRELUDE BY ATHENS JAZZ 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
In the waters of baptism, 
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
and we are a new creation. 
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
We thank you, God, for your river of life, 
flowing freely from your throne: 
through the earth, 
through the city, 
through every living thing. 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and barren places, you are with us. 
You have become our salvation. 
Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your church once more. 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
To you, our Beginning and our End, 
our Shepherd and Lamb, 
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   God Is Here! (ELW 526) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy 
Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for 
praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
A reading from Acts. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
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 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:14-17 
A reading from Romans. 
14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and 
if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL HYMN Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 14:8-17 [25-27] 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
8Philip said to [Jesus,] “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 
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the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell 
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you.  
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Mold us, fill us, and use us to speak the glorious 
message of our oneness in Christ. Inflame our hearts with love and service for others regardless 
of their class, race, religion, creed, or sexual orientation. Make us joyful messengers of the 
Good News and inspire us to pray, to work for justice, to show mercy, and to be careful 
stewards of God's miraculous creation. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Spirit of Christ, Earth has many languages, but Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us we are all 
children of God and heirs of God’s peace and Spirit. Grant wisdom and courage to the world's 
leaders so they will end war, revenge, and oppression. Instead, lead them to seek 
reconciliation, tolerance, and compromise. Watch over anyone who lives amid violence. Keep 
safe all refugees and those in the military. Bring healing to our broken world. Help us also to put 
aside our own prejudices and be peacemakers in our own communities. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
O Holy Spirit, we are blessed to have our church family to love, support, teach, and care for us. 
We pray for those who are lonely and feel unloved, may they find friendship and family. Grant 
each of us discernment to identify and use our talents and guide those who are searching for 
jobs. Bless all pastors, deacons, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice with those who 
are celebrating anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions. Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Spirit of Healing, bring wholeness and hope to those who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Lovingly 
embrace our elderly loved ones and shut ins. Strengthen anyone dealing with long-term 
diagnoses, such as addiction, cancer, depression, or dementia. Inspire those who search for 
cures and bless all doctors, nurses, and caregivers. Forgive our selfishness and doubts. Hear our 
grief and sighs too deep for words. Renew our belief that your Spirit is always with us, and you 
understand our suffering. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of mercy, you hear all our prayers. Listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently or 
aloud.……….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O comforter, we give thanks for the lives of all those who have passed away. Console their 
family and friends who mourn. Bring them peace and hope in the days of grief ahead. 
Strengthen us all with the promise of eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN UPDATES 
Prayers for Cynthia Yoder’s extended family at the passing of her mother-in-law. 
Prayers for Jane Unger’s daughter Melissa after the death of her adoptive father John Garvin. 
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app! 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING BY ATHENS JAZZ    
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Living God, 
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. 
Reach out to us through this meal, 
and show us your wounded and risen body, 
that we may be nourished and believe 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
GODSPEED AND FAREWELL  
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BLESSING 

God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING SONG   Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading: Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema (ELW 401) 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Preacher/Presider: Chad Huebner; Asst/Lector: Michael Stephens; Livestream: 
Doug Debrick; Greeter: Sue Ellen Miller; Time with Children: Katie Beth Miksa; Acolyte: Dessa 
Thompson-Kelleher; Ushers: John Deno, Rod Sauer 
 
Special Thanks to Athens Jazz for their musical leadership today: Piano: Michael Tobar; 
Saxophone: Matt James; Trumpet: Ben Wright; Bass: Dave Borowski 
 
 

 


