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Introduction to the day

As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all
that we have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself
human, . .. gave himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—
we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have everything we need.



WELCOME AND PRELUDE  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven *F and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




Kyrie (tune: My Father, How Long)

Leader sings parts marked "A"
Congregation sings parts marked "C"
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HYMN OF PRAISE We Are Called (ELW 720)
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our feet
from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN




FIRST READING: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.
“Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
°saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

'The LoRD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely | will never forget any of their deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 113
'Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.
’Let the name of the LoRD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
*From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.
“The LorbD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
*Who is like the LORD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
°but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
'The LoRrD takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
Senthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
°The LOrRD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

A reading from 1 Timothy.

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, “for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and



peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. *This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our
Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. °For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
®who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.’For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Refrain (sung by all)
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Sing we  al-le-lu-ia, prais-es to the Lord. Al-le-1lu -ia, Al-le-lu - ia!

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. “So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ *Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will | do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and | am
ashamed to beg. “I have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.” °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ °He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” “Then he asked another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill and make it eighty.” ®And his master commended the dishonest manager because he
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. °And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
0“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. *!If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? *?And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? **No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Are They (ELW 728)
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PRESENTATION (ELW p. 227)

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body
of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and
obedience to the will of God.

We present Elizabeth, Ivy, Chloe, and Jason for baptism.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your
children baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.
As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Elizabeth, Ivy, Chloe, and Jason in the Christian faith as
you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?
Response: We do.
People of God, do you promise to support this family and pray for them in their new life in
Christ?
Response: We do.

PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 229)
| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,

and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (ELW p. 230)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of
sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM (ELW p. 230)

Elizabeth Miriam Jennifer Schmidt, Ivy Rachel Danielle Schmidt, Chloe Frances Alexandria
Schmidt, Jason Thomas Ray Schmidt,

| baptize you in the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.

Alleluia.



Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Sustain (Elizabeth, Ivy, Chloe, Jason) with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

(Elizabeth, Ivy, Chloe, Jason), child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked
with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME (ELW p. 231)

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

In a world where many would seek to damage your creation, bring hatred to your people, show
violence to your children ... help us always to be grateful for the gifts of love and life, for the
glimpses of transforming beauty and unending wonder. Take us now, and use us well to combat
evil and destruction wherever we find it.

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

In world driven by greed and a lust for power; where the material threatens to overwhelm the
spiritual; where goodness seems too frail in the face of badness ... help us not to give up on
righteousness and truth; to believe that you can use well the gifts we offer; that you will call
forth the gifts of your people again and again.

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

In a world where people are broken at the hands of humanity and by the vagaries of nature ...
help us to trust the healing of your blessing and love, placed even now in the hands of those
who seek to face down injustice and champion human rights; who stand in the dark places with
your light held high; who give of themselves for the sake of others.

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

In a world where we struggle to understand pain and suffering, and, most especially, in the lives
of those we love ... we bring before you those for whom we weep; those we embrace in our
hearts; those to who we reach out in the yearnings of our prayers.

Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer
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In a world where we can feel so insignificant and helpless ... help us to know you have a place
for us; lift our spirits when we don’t feel good enough; fit us into your plan in amazing ways.
Lord in your mercy Hear our prayer

In a world where so much is focused on the here and now ... help us to remain bound with
those who have gone before us; to rejoice in our fellowship in the one kingdom of your love; to
give thanks that, from time to time, we have a glimpse of eternity. Amen.

PRAYER CHAIN UPDATE No update this week

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

Offertory Hymn, "Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring"

(tune: Barb'ry Ellen)
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Lord, by your grace, now come to

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God,

You bless us with gifts of guidance, new life,
growth in grace, and fruitful labor.

Accept the first fruits of time and toil,

field and orchard we offer here.

Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture
and the care of your creation;

us As hum - bly we

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,

almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Through your Son,

you taught us that true riches

are to be found in loving you

rather than earthly treasure.

For your glory,

and to give us the fullness of life and salvation,
Christ emptied himself upon the cross

and was raised in power

to sit at your right hand.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth

and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name

and join in adoring song.
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Sanctus (tune: Shady Grove)
Verses (sung by leader)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners

and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:
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strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together and
became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever.

Amen.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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Agnus Dei (tune: The Suffolk Miracle)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture. We rejoice that you have
used the harvest of field and vineyard to renew and sustain us. Lead us as we go from this life-
giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your cherished creation, through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451)
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N
7 .
() | i T K i T f i ] i f N— T T
| | — T ) _— P~ sa— I I
j ‘ ¥ 4 [ 4 & @ : -
that as Christ is raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.
in the wait - ing arms of Je -sus who is r1is - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er one;
N
>4 rmm— T T T ; ; T
Gd s T e e s TN
Ot et = -

And if we have been u - nit - ed in a dread-ful death like his,
God has made a new be - gin-ning from the ash - es of our past
as it was in the be - gin-ning, glo-ry now re-sounds a - gain

8]

)4

£ | I— X I |

O e :

o - ¥ 4 4 4 o6

we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. . . . . A - men

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: OUIMETTE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider: Chad Huebner; Preacher: Lucy Crawford; Organist: George
Weckman; Asst/Lector: John Molinaro; Time with Children: Puppets!; Livestream: Sam Hanson;

Greeter: Linda Batey; Ushers: Tim Prange, Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Rachel Prange

Liturgy and hymns copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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