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Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the 
kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We 
see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by 
sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy 
table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s 
grace and mercy. 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. Amen. 

http://www.clcathens.org/
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GATHERING SONG   Brightest and Best of the Stars (ELW 303) 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



3 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your 
light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the LORD] brought 
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong 
to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ 
been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank 
God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do 
not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 
proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 
emptied of its power. 
 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news 
of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.  Thank you for bringing that light to 
each of us. The world can often seem troubled and dark, and each of us deal with our own 
challenges and struggles, but you God truly are our light and our salvation. We thank you for 
bringing us together this morning and we are grateful for the many ways that you help and 
bless us each day. We ask you to help us as share our blessings with our neighbors here in 
Athens and around the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, many people are dealing with problems caused by war, weather, disasters and 
other emergencies. Many people are afraid. Many people feel alone and helpless. We ask you 
to help them as they face different challenges, and we ask you to help us to follow your 
example as we show them love, provide them with comfort, and give them hope. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of Love, thank you for being with us in good times and in bad. We all may feel lost or 
unsure at times, but help us to remember that you are always with us to help us, guide us and 
love us. And please also help us to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, 
we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to 
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us 
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
THRIVE! MOMENT        Mike Cleland 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  

 
OFFERTORY    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERTORY HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace: Ososŏ, ososŏ (ELW 247) 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things. 
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations. 
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. 
He is your Light, shining in our darkness 

and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his preaching and healing, 
his dying and rising, 
and his promise to come again, 
we await that day when all the universe 
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light. 

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, 
that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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AGNUS DEI (ELW p. 154) 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 

 

SENDING SONG     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider: Chad Huebner; Preacher: Lucy Crawford; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: 
Stephen Chikosky; Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Susan Urano; 
Ushers: Linda Sauer, Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Eliza Kopenski; Children’s Church: Chris Snoddy 


