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Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, 
the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, 
the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. 
Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 
     
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright! (ELW 308) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 
show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-12 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1Shout out, do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments, 
  they delight to draw near to God. 
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 
 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them, 
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  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you, 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11The LORD will guide you continually, 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
  and make your bones strong; 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water, 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 
you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 
speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 
but on the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,  
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 
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the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 
that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 
we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 
spiritual. 
 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 
who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 
 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 
  so as to instruct him?” 
But we have the mind of Christ.]  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY All Who Love and Serve Your City (NEW ORLEANS) (ELW 724) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.  
 
O God, Your Holy Spirit inspired Simeon and Anna to recognize Jesus as the Messiah. Send that 
same spirit to us to recognize Jesus in every person we meet, regardless of differences we 
perceive. Guide us to welcome you when we care for strangers, refugees, immigrants, asylum 
seekers, and the needy in our community. Help us to share our abundance with all in need. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Holy Spirit, we pray for your guidance so we can truly be the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world through our actions, speech, and loving kindness. Help us to tell the Good News, not 
in lofty words or wisdom, but with demonstrations of the Spirit and the knowledge of Christ 
crucified, as we forgive, serve, and love others. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Jesus, we pray that your Spirit of Peace will spread throughout our broken world. Bring calm 
and comfort to people everywhere who live with fear, disease, and violence. Rouse us from our 
complacency and help us eliminate cruelty wherever it is found. Bestow courage and wisdom 
on all the nations’ leaders to compromise and cooperate so that war, torture, and revenge will 
end. Protect and comfort all who serve in the military, veterans, and the families of military 
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personnel. We also pray for all those dealing with the effects of severe winter storms and 
natural disasters. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Caring Creator, we are deeply grateful for the blessings of safety, family, friends, work, food, 
and warm shelter. Make us your instruments to provide these necessities for others. Teach us 
how to be careful stewards of your amazing world, to protect everything in it, and to use its 
resources wisely. Empower us to recognize and use our many talents to their fullest. Bless all 
pastors, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating 
anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O Devoted Healer, pour your healing power on all who are ill in mind, body, or spirit. We pray 
you will restore to wholeness those dealing with addictions and with long term diagnoses, such 
as depression or dementia. Bless all medical personnel and researchers with the wisdom to find 
cures. Grant patience, compassion, and strength to all caregivers. Bring joy and comfort to our 
elderly loved ones and shut-ins. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God of mercy, listen now as we offer other prayers, either aloud or in our hearts.………… Lord 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
O Loving Comforter, we pray for all to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved 
ones. Bestow your peace, strength, and hope on their family and friends who mourn. Remind 
us all of the promise of eternal life with you. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
THRIVE! MOMENT        
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!  
 
OFFERTORY    
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OFFERTORY HYMN   Rich in Blessings 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 
receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
and gather us at your table of celebration. 
Strengthen us to share with all the world 
the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Blessed are you, O holy God: 

you are the Life and Light of all. 
By your powerful word you created all things… 
…Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and taste the joy of God! 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
AGNUS DEI (ELW p. 154) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
we thank you for the healing 
that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, 
love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG     Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545) 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider: Chad Huebner; Preacher: Patricia Cambridge; Organist: George Weckman; 
Asst/Lector: Stephen Chikosky; Time with Children: Lucy Crawford; Livestream: Kay Cleland; Greeter: Linda 
Sauer; Ushers: John Deno, Rod Sauer; Acolyte: William Crawford; Children’s Church: Lucy Crawford 


