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In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel
and those of the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation
before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath,
and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: O come, let us sing to the Lord.

C: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

L: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

C: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.

L: We were reconciled to God through the death of his Son.

C: Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise!

L: Having been reconciled, will we be saved by Jesus’ life.

C: O come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Gracious God,

We confess that we listen to the wrong voices

and that we prevent others from hearing your call.
We define people by their empty water jugs,

and we fail to recognize how you are at work in surprising ways. Forgive us,
claim us,

and call us anew

so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed

our lives are transformed for the sake of the Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ,

Our Savior and Lord,

Amen.


http://www.clcathens.org/

God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love has come to us in
Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. Buried with Christ by baptism into death,
Your sins are forgiven in +Jesus’ name.

Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed,

You are raised to new life.

Almighty God strengthen you in faith

To live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove (ELW 404)
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Text: Simon Browne, 16801732, alt.
Music: HERR JESU CHRIST, MEINS, German folk tune, 15th cent.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 98)
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us
this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

A reading from Exodus.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the
Lorb commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink.
’The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” *But the people thirsted there for
water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt,
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LorD, “What
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” °The LorD said to Moses, “Go
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock
at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
A reading from Romans.
ISince we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, “through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. *°And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, >and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ’Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. °But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
’Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved
through him from the wrath of God. ‘°For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by
his life. *'But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God. (Matt. 4:4)

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph.®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.

/A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ¥(His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with
Samaritans.) °Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.”
“The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
living water? “’Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons
and his flocks drank from it?” **Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, **but those who drink of the water that | will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” *°The
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” *’The woman answered him, “I
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘l have no husband’; **for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is
true!” The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”
*!Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ?You worship what you do not know; we worship
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2*But the hour is coming, and is now here, when
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as
these to worship him. ?“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 2°The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When
he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” “°Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

?/Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” *Then the woman left
her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, ?°“Come and see a man who
told me everything | have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *°They left the city
and were on their way to him.

*'Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *’But he said to them, “I
have food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no
one has brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him
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who sent me and to complete his work. *>Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the
harvest’? But | tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. **The
reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper
may rejoice together. *’For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.” *I sent
you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into
their labor.”

**Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He
told me everything | have ever done.” “°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him
to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. “*And many more believed because of his
word. “’They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Remember and Rejoice (ST. THOMAS) (ELW 454)
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



CREED (ELW p. 104)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Dear God. In prayer we lift up to you this world with its outrageous injustices, yet also its
outpouring of human kindness from ordinary people. You are the health of the sick, comfort of
the sad, rebuke of the oppressor, judge of the greedy, hope of the repentant, and friend of the
downtrodden.

Loving God, let your blessing be upon those who serve their neighbours without thought of
reward, who forgive their enemies seventy times seven, who care for broken strangers as if they
were dearest friends, who weep with the bereaved as if they were sisters, who heal the
diseased not counting the risk to themselves.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Let your blessing encourage those who work for peace when the only result seems to be more
violence, who preach and live the Gospel in the face of persecution, who feed the hungry
although their efforts may get misinterpreted, who stand up for the downtrodden in spite of
public scorn, and who maintain the church when those around belittle it.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

In this Women'’s History Month, let us remember, celebrate, and give thanks for the
contributions, achievements, leadership, wisdom and gifts of women and girls throughout
history in the church, our communities and the world. We join our neighbors and siblings in
Christ around the world in praying for the total inclusion, equity and advancement — social,
economic and political — of women and girls everywhere.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.



It seems like there is just so much more suffering in the world than ever, we pray for those
suffering war in Ukraine and Russia, Israel and Palestine and other places, those suffering from
blizzards, floods, landslides and other natural disasters, and those who have become once again
homeless in Bangladesh after the burning of the refugee camp.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Holy Friend, please reach out your hand over each of us gathered here now, that our faith may
be enlarged and fortified, our vision enlightened and extended, and our compassion refreshed
and widened.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Through Jesus of Nazareth, whose love was good enough for the simple, too much for the proud
and powerful, and absolutely amazing for all of us. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!

OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance,

receive and bless these gifts we have offered.

Join our hearts with the song of the angels,

and gather us at your table of celebration.

Strengthen us to share with all the world

the abundance of your grace upon grace,

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:




HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,

that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
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Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
God, the giver of love,

& Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

11



SENDING SONG

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (CHESTERFIELD) (ELW 551)
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: CHESTERFIELD, attr. Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve in love.

Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Preside/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: Wanda

Weinberg; Time with Children: Lucy Crawford; Livestream: Kay Cleland; Greeter: Karen Beverly; Ushers: Nick

Claussen; Acolyte: Eliza Kopenski; Children’s Church: Lucy Crawford
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