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Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now | see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens
our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of
Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of
Christ in our daily lives.

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: The Lord is my Shepherd

C: I shall not want.

L: The Shepherd calls.

C: We hear the Shepherd’s voice.

L: The Shepherd cares for our every need.

C: We are loved.

L: The Shepherd searches for us.

C: We are found.

L: The Shepherd leads us through the deepest valleys.
C: We will not be afraid.

L: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
C: And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Gracious God,

We confess that we often invest our attention

in misguided places and in misguided ways.

We admit that where we focus our attention

can prevent us from recognizing you at work right in front of us.
Forgive us,

and help us to center our lives in you

so that cross-marked and Spirit-sealed

we may join in your creative and redeeming work for all the world.


http://www.clcathens.org/

Through Jesus Christ,
Our Savior and Lord,
Amen.

God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love has come to us in
Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. Buried with Christ by baptism into death,
Your sins are forgiven in +Jesus’ name.

Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed,

You are raised to new life.

Almighty God strengthen you in faith

To live each day renewed in God’s call for your life. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Beautiful Savior (ELW 838)
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1 Beau -ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair 1s the moon - light,
4 Beau - t1 - ful Sav - o, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly Id serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines  bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677, tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 98)
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death
for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
A reading from 1 Samuel.
The Lorp said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
| have provided for myself a king among his sons.” “Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice
to the LORD.” ‘Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” “Samuel did what the LorRb commanded, and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come
peaceably?” °He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the LorD; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LorRD’s anointed is now before
the Lorp.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LorD chosen this one.” '°Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” ’He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” **Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of
the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14

A reading from Ephesians.

¥0Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—"for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. ‘°Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. *'Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. **For it



is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; “*but everything exposed by the
light becomes visible, “for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God. (Matt. 4:4)

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We
must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.
°As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ®“When he had said this, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, "saying to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. *The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” “Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” '°But they kept asking
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” *'He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then | went and washed and
received my sight.” ’They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “l do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. **Now it was a
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. **Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then |
washed, and now | see.” ‘°Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does
not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. '/So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

%The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight *“and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” *’His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ?’His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. *Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”



“So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *’He answered, “l do not know whether he is
a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” *They said to him, “What did
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” ?’He answered them, “I have told you already, and
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” “*Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” *°The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. **We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. >’Never since the world began has it
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. **If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

*)esus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” *°He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that | may believe in him.”
*/Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord,
| believe.” And he worshiped him. **Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that
those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” “°Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” “*Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin
remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

CREED (ELW p. 104)
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we continue our journey through Lent, let us pray for our world and for humanity,
acknowledging the need we have for God’s help in all we do.

As we continue the observance of women this month, we are thankful for the contributions of
women to politics, the arts, science, education, advocacy, technology, medicine, administration,
and the church; especially for women serving as bishops, pastors, chaplains, deacons, and lay
volunteers.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray that, as our neighbors suffer misfortune, poverty, hunger, homelessness or physical or
mental illness, we will not judge them, blame them, or decide where they do and don’t belong
but will instead respond as Jesus did, with boundless mercy, respect, care and hospitality. And
we pray for peace and protection for our transgender siblings, and especially transgender youth,
as 41 state legislatures consider bills restricting and revoking their rights.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

As the trees start to burst into leaf and flower, make us more aware of the beauty of your
creation. May we act as worthy stewards of our world, treading lightly, reverently, and
considerately as we go about our daily lives.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for all people suffering from violence, war, or natural and environmental disasters, that
suddenly seem to be too many to name. We pray for all churches suffering persecution that
they may, by grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, confess the saving name of Jesus Christ in
the face of their persecutors. Grant your people perseverance in their suffering and the hope
and promise to be with them always to the end of the world.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who have loved and served your Church on earth and who have died.
Grant them mercy, light and peace both now and at the day of resurrection and comfort those
who grieve their loss.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all of those for whom we now offer prayers, either silently or aloud...
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Lord God, hear the prayers of your church. Grant that what we celebrate with faith, we may put
into practice in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
AMEN



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app!

OFFERTORY
OFFERTORY SONG Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts,

receive these and all our offerings

as we present them in faithful service

for the sake of your gospel.

Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal

as you pour out your very presence

through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.


https://www.clcathens.org/give

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you...

...Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.

Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
God, the giver of love,

& Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.
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SENDING SONG Holy God, We Praise Your Name (ELW 414)
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1 Ho - ly God, we  praise your name; Lord of  all, we
2 Hark! The glad ce - les - tial hymn an - gel choirs a -
3 Lo, the ap - os - tol - ic train join your sa - cred
4 Ho - ly Fa - ther, ho - ly Son, Ho - ly Spir - i,
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three we name you, though in es - sence on - ly one;
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in  un - ceas - ing cho - rus prais-ing, fill  the  heav’'ns with
and the  white-robed mar - tyrs fol - low; and from morn to
un - di - vid - ed God we claim you and, a - dor - ing,
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vast do - main, ev - er - last - ing is your reign.
sweet ac - cord: “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord!”
set of sun through the church the song  goes  On.
bend the knee while  we own the mys - ter - V.

Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900
Music: GROSSER GOTT, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Preside/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: John Molinaro;

Time with Children: Puppets!; Livestream: Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Solveig Spjeldnes; Ushers: Sue Ellen Miller,
Linda Batey; Acolyte: Lucy Mae Crawford; Children’s Church: Lucy Crawford
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