Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
69 Mill Street » Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clcathens.org

OUR PURPOSE
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, PEOPLE TO FAITH, FAITH TO LIFE
OUR MISSION
AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WE AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH SEEK TO SHARE
GOD’S WORD, TO SHOW GOD’S LOVE, AND TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD, PROCLAIMING
THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST TO ALL PEOPLE.
OUR VISION
A WORLD EXPERIENCING THE DIFFERENCE GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE IN CHRIST
MAKES FOR ALL PEOPLE AND CREATION.

September 17, 2023 - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before
the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive
seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in
worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of
reconciliation in the world.



WELCOME

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of I Jesus Christ.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

As Saints of Old (FOREST GREEN) (ELW 695)

I ™ ]

I

|
by
P

| | H_

| 10N

| 10N

\

|

|

o

1

<

As saints of old their
2 A world in need now

us

first - fruits brought of
sum -mons

to

|

or - chard, flock, and field
love, and  give;

la - bor,

3 In grat-i-tude and hum-ble ftrust we bringour best to - day
0 — ,
75 e —— 1 ' ] — i
o —F—— st o I e
to God, the giv - er of all good,the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and  share your love with all a - long life’s way.
2 : M ) T —
e e === ===
J ' a— ' o -
so we to-day first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christ is call - ing us to make the dream come ftrue:
O  God, who gave your-self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
2 — T 1S T JeF 4 ——
of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.

in  Christ made new.
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a  world re-deemed by  Christ-like love; all life
teach us to give our - selves each day wun - til

Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt.

Music: FOREST GREEN, English folk tune

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN



FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

A reading from Genesis.

>Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” *°So they
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, *’‘Say to Joseph: |
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. *Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are
here as your slaves.” *“But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God?
“0Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a
numerous people, as he is doing today. 'So have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your
little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

A reading from Romans.

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.
’Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. *Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat;
for God has welcomed them. “Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

°Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. “Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

’We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. °If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead
and the living.

Y'Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. ‘*For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
?So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, we sing

for

the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
*Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how
often should | forgive? As many as seven times?” *’Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, |
tell you, seventy-seven times.

23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. *When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand
talents was brought to him; “°and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. *°So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you
everything.” ’And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the
debt. 2°But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” *?Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” *°But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. **When his fellow
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. *’Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. **Should you not have had
mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ **And in anger his lord handed him over to
be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. *°So my heavenly Father will also do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive (ELW 605)
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1 “For - give our sins as we for- give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
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4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by  your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God, in whose love we live and move,

we pray for a world crying out to feel loved,
wanted, cherished and unique.

Heavenly Father, source of all love, hear our prayer.

We pray for a world torn apart by conflict and war.
A world that lives uneasily in a climate of fear

with no clear vision for future days

Heavenly Father, source of all love, hear our prayer.

We pray for a world that thinks less of others than of self.
A world where division between nations, race, religion
neighbor and family leads to distrust

Heavenly Father, source of all love, hear our prayer.

We pray for a world that is short on happiness,

too busy to enjoy this world you have created,

too preoccupied with living to appreciate life.
Heavenly Father, source of all love, hear our prayer.

We pray for a world where spiritual longing is satisfied
by fashionable notions and temporary solutions

with no thought for tomorrow.

Heavenly Father, source of all love, hear our prayer.

We pray for a world that needs to know your love, your hope,
your peace, your joy and Salvation.



A world that needs to know it is special, unique
and is uniquely loved by a Heavenly Father. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY

OFFERING SONG
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,

and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.


https://www.clcathens.org/give

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.



Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.



(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish. You
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine
you will return to your seat.)

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

AGNUS DEI
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ORG FAIR CCWITHPCATDC LABOR DAY DRESS

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

*+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Glorious Things of You Are Spoken (ELW 647)
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: BLAENWERN, William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
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SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Pianist:
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Marilyn Shealy; Live Stream: Sam Hanson; Time with Children:
Puppets; Ushers: John Laughlin, Rod Sauer, Tammy Thompson; Greeter: Nick Claussen; Acolyte:
Dessa Thompson-Kelleher; Tray Server: Steve Chikosky
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