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OUR PURPOSE 
CONNECTING PEOPLE TO PEOPLE, PEOPLE TO FAITH, FAITH TO LIFE 

OUR MISSION 
AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WE AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH SEEK TO SHARE 
GOD’S WORD, TO SHOW GOD’S LOVE, AND TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD, PROCLAIMING 

THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST TO ALL PEOPLE. 
OUR VISION 

A WORLD EXPERIENCING THE DIFFERENCE GOD’S GRACE AND LOVE IN CHRIST 
MAKES FOR ALL PEOPLE AND CREATION. 

 

September 24, 2023 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God 
is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day 
they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their evil 
ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism 
we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence 
of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
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WELCOME 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE       God Be In My Head    CLC Choir 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 
in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because 
we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody 
the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
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FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11 
A reading from Jonah. 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did 
not do it. 
 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the LORD and 
said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, O LORD, please 
take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4And the LORD said, “Is it right 
for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made 
a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of 
the city. 
 6The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7But when 
dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 
to live.” 
 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you 
did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and 
also many animals?” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
A reading from Philippians. 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the two: my desire 
is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all 
of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in 
Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and 
see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated 
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And 
this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in 
Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 
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Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual 
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and 
about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  God Loved the World (ROCKINGHAM OLD) (ELW 323) 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, as we begin the Fall Season and enjoy the beautiful leaves and the cooler days, we 
thank you for this amazing creation. It’s easy to get busy and forget about how wonderful the 
world is and how magnificent the little things we see every day are, but we are grateful for this 
world and our time together in it. Whether we are here in person or watching online, we are 
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blessed to be with one another today as we hear your message. Please help us to share your 
message and your love every day as we travel through the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
God of Hope, we all face challenges in our lives and at times we all may feel anxious or worried. 
Please give us wisdom and strength as we face our obstacles, and help us to recognize that so 
many people around us are also facing their own challenges that we may not know anything 
about. Please help us to reach out to them as we show them love, provide them with comfort, 
and give them hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Love, thank you for helping and guiding us in so many ways, and for sending people into 
our lives to help us in our journeys. Please help us to also be positive people in the lives of 
those around us, as we help them in their journeys, too. And please also help us to remember 
that while we are all different in so many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in 
Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to 
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us 
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app! 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERTORY    For the Beauty of the Earth    CLC Choir         
       
OFFERING SONG    

 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things. 
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, 
and multiply your graciousness in us, 
that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
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and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
 
(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction 
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish.  You 
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape 
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you 
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine 
you will return to your seat.) 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 
☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending (ELW 678) 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Pianist: 
Patricia Cambridge; Asst/Lector: Stephen Chikosky; Live Stream: Doug Debrick; Time with 
Children: Jane Unger; Ushers: Wanda Weinberg, Dan Snoddy, Andrew Kirsop; Greeter: Solveig 
Spjeldnes; Acolyte: Meena; Tray Server: Chris Snoddy 
 
 
 


