Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
March 9, 2025 — First Sunday in Lent

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street e Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clcathens.org

INTRODUCTION

These forty days called Lent are like no other. It is our opportune time to return to the God who
rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the
mouth the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn. This is no small
pilgrimage on which we have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus knew. It is a struggle Jesus
shares. The nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain
us.

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

PRELUDE Song Without Words by Mendelssohn Donnalee Yoder, Piano

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
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Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.
Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.
GATHERING SONG | Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325)
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1 I want Je - sus to  walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim  jour - ney,
when my heart is al - most break - ing,
when my head is bowed in sor - TOW,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness
of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11

A reading from Deuteronomy.

1 When you have come into the land that the LoRD your God is giving you as an inheritance to
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, ? you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket and go to the place that the LorD your God will choose as a dwelling for his
name. °You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today | declare
to the LORD your God that | have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to
give us.” “When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of
the LorD your God, ° you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering
Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. ® When the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, ’ we cried to the Lorp, the God of our
ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. ¢ The
LorD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying
display of power, and with signs and wonders; ° and he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. '° So now | bring the first of the fruit of the
ground that you, O LorD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LorD your God and
bow down before the LORD your God. ** Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LOrRD your God has given to you
and to your house.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

'You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—

?you will say to the LorDp, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom | put my trust.”

° Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,

Uno evil ! will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.



1 For God will give the angels charge over you,

to guard you in all your ways.
2 Upon their hands they will bear you up,

lest you strike your foot against a stone.
3You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
41 will deliver those who cling to me;

| will uphold them, because they know my name.
> They will call me, and | will answer them;

| will be with them in trouble; | will rescue and honor them.
> With long life will | satisfy them,

and show them my salvation.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13
A reading from Romans.

8 “The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); ? because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '° For one
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
1 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” ' For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. ** For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102)
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. (Matt. 4:4)

GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
! Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, > where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during
those days, and when they were over, he was famished. ° The devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” “Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

°>Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. ® And
the devil said to him, “To you | will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given
over to me, and | give it to anyone | please. ’ If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
¢ Jesus answered him, “It is written,



‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.””

?Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, *°for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,

to protect you,’

“and

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””

12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” ** When the devil
had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (ELW 319)
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Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930

Music: CONSOLATION, A. Davisson, Kentucky Harmony, 1816
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray now for our world, and for humanity, acknowledging the need we have for God’s
help in all we do.

Let us pray for an end to war and suffering in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, Haiti, and all of the other
places in the world that need our prayers. May the tender mercy of God guide all to the way of
peace.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who suffer discrimination, whether because of race, color, creed or
gender, remembering that our Lord too suffered pain and death because of fear and pride .
May He help those who are blinded by prejudice to recognize the humanity we all share, and
the equal love God has for all mankind.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

As the trees start to burst into leaf, make us more aware of the beauty of your creation which is
constantly renewing itself. May we act as worthy stewards of our world, treading lightly,
reverently and considerately as we go about our daily tasks.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for ourselves. May all the defeats and setbacks of our daily lives, small and large, be
turned into sources of life learning and wisdom.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all who are struggling with life; for those who are addicted, for those whose lives
have lost meaning, those who are ill, those who are alone, and for those who have considered
suicide; that God will assist and support them and their families through their challenges.



And let us pray for others, who we name now either aloud or in our hearts...
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

Let us pray for those who have died and for their families and friends who mourn them.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

May you know the peace of God, the love of God, the justice of God, the healing and mercy of
God, this day and all days. AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY Nazareth by Gounod Donnalee Yoder, Piano
OFFERTORY HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Jesus, you are the bread of life

and the host of this meal.

Bless these gifts that we have gathered
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that all people may know your goodness.
Feed us not only with this holy food

but with hunger for justice and peace.
We pray this in your name.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our living Water and our merciful Guide,
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs
we bless and magnify you.
You led your people Israel through the desert,
and provided them water from the rock.
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water,
who joined us in our desert,
pouring out his life for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:
wash away our sin,
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
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Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey.

A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION

(All are invited to the Lord’s table. To receive communion come forward at the direction
of the ushers and take a place at the altar rail. You may stand or kneel as you wish. You
will first receive the bread and then may choose to receive either red wine or white grape
juice by small glass, or by sipping wine from the chalice. If you choose a small glass you
will place it in the empty tray carried by the acolyte. After receiving the bread and wine
you will return to your seat. Tell the communion server if you need gluten free bread.)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one loaf to feed the world;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

Beloved,

we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and F give you peace.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326)
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Asst/Lector:
Mim Almaquist; Live Stream: Marilyn Shealy; Time with Children: Elyce Friedman; Ushers: Dan
Snoddy, Tim Prange; Greeter: Karen Beverly; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Pam Cochran;
Children’s Church: Tammy Thompson
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