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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: Christian 
Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Preacher: Jane Unger; 
Lector: Greg Newton; Live Stream: Sam Hanson; Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Ushers: 
Laura Blankenship, Sue Ellen Miller; Greeter: Jo Anne L’Heureux; Acolyte: Rachel; Tray Server: 
Susan Urano 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard 
to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). 
Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ 
victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again 
in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us 
his peace. 
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WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  Lift Your Glad Voices  CLC Choir Christian Yoder, Director 
     
LITANY FOR EARTH DAY 
God, on this day we celebrate the gift of this planet, Earth, 
Which you created for us as a home: 
     A home for humanity 
     A home for creatures 
     A home for plants 
     A good gift of creation. 
 
We are truly sorry for the ways we have corrupted it. 
Forgive us. 
We are truly sorry for the ways we have disregarded its well-being. 
Forgive us. 
We are truly sorry for the ways we’ve been complicit in systems that degrade it. 
Forgive us. 
 
Help us, Oh God, 
To be good stewards of your gifts to us. 
Help us, Oh God, 
To realize our connectedness to creation. 
Help us, Oh God, 
To understand our reliance upon the Earth.  
Help us, Oh God, 
To bring healing to the planet. 
Help us, Oh God, 
To make changes that benefit all creatures. 
 
As all creation praises and glorifies you, 
So we praise you. 
As all creation reflects your character and beauty, 
So we seek to reflect your beauty. 
As all creation supports and sustains us, 
So we seek to support one another. 
 
For the gracious gift and vast beauty of creation, 
We give thanks.  Amen 
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GATHERING SONG   Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. 
By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  AND SENIOR RECOGNITION 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32 
A reading from Acts. 
27 When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high 
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here 
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you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood 
on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human 
authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to 
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8 
A reading from Revelation. 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a kingdom, 
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 



5 
 

said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN    Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear God, as we celebrate the Earth and the wonders of nature this week, we thank you for this 
beautiful place where we live. We are called to be caretakers of this world, but we have not 
done enough to protect and help the environment. Please help us individually, and as a society, 
to find ways to help the Earth and all of creation grow and thrive. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
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God of Love, we are grateful for this opportunity to be here with one another this morning to 
hear your message of love, kindness and hope. This may be a stressful time for many of us, as 
we may be taking exams, moving, traveling, taking on projects at work or facing other 
challenges. Thank you for helping each of us as we go through stressful times and help us to 
reach out to the people we meet in our lives and give them hope and comfort. And please also 
help us to remember that while we are all different in so many ways, we are all Your children 
because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone 
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world 
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort 
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to 
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve 
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to 
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit. 
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us 
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our 
hearts…….. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones. 
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that 
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we 
too will have eternal life.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY    This Joyful Eastertide   CLC Choir Christian Yoder, Director 
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OFFERTORY HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is right and a good and joyous thing, 
always and everywhere 
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to give you praise, Creator of heaven and earth. 
You took the formless chaos, 
swept across it with your mighty Spirit, 
and said, “Let there be light!” And there was light. 
You separated the heavens and earth, 
and brought forth trees and plants. 
You set sun, moon, and stars in the heavens, 
and called forth fish, birds, and all living creatures. 
You made us, creatures of your own image, 
to live in communion with you. 
 
We long for relationship with you, 
but in our humanness, we turn away. 
Yet you remain steadfast, 
calling us again and again to turn to you. 
For your grace and for all your mercies toward us, 
we join your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven 
in proclaiming your praise: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Your Spirit flowed through his life 
as he became the bridge for our reconciliation. 
In this time we remember his life and work. 
We remember your gift of Baptism. 
We reflect on the mystery of the cross. 
We dare to ponder resurrection. 
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Especially we recall how Jesus took grain, 
grown by your sunshine and rain, 
ground by human hands into flour, 
mixed with water and made into bread, 
in honor of him who is the Bread of Life. 
We recall how Jesus took the cup, 
with grapes grown in your sunlight, 
trod into juice for drinking, 
that we might know you and never thirst again. 
 
And taking bread and cup, 
blessing and breaking them, 
Jesus gave them new meaning  
as he said: 
 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 
“Drink from this cup, all of you; 
for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
In remembrance of all your mighty acts on our behalf, 
we bring our whole selves to you, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Spirit on these, the gifts of your creation: 
grain, grapes, and us your children. 
Make us see your touch in all of creation 
and let us bring your light into every darkened shadow. 
Through Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
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as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881) 

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.   
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


