Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
May 4, 2025 - Third Sunday of Easter

Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life
69 Mill Street e Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clcathens.org

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Lector: Pat
Cambridge; Live Stream: Doug Debrick; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Wanda
Weinberg, Marilyn Shealy,; Greeter: Linda Sauer; Acolyte: Dessa; Tray Server: Jane Unger

INTRODUCTION

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in the water
(remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly
encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites
us, again and again, to follow him, bringing the Easter life to others.

WELCOME


http://www.clcathens.org

PRELUDE Rise Glorious Conqueror Rise CLC Choir

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Christian Yoder, Director



GATHERING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835)
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5 And you, most gentle sister death, 6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
waiting to hush our final breath: and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
fair is the night that leads us home. and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and

might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN



FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-20

A reading from Acts.

" Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest “and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. * Now as he
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.
“He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
° He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ° But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” ' The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. ® Saul got up
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor
drank.

' Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” ** The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment
he is praying, '” and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him so that he might regain his sight.” ** But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; ' and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” *° But the Lord said to him,
“Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings
and before the people of Israel; *° | myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake
of my name.” '’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” ** And immediately something like
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, ° and
after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, *’ and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
A reading from Revelation.
""Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
'? singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
“Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and



all that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!”
" And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 21:1-19

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

' After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. ° Gathered there together were Simon
Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. * Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We
will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

“ Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.”
°He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they
cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. ' That disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,
he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. ? But the other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.

°When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
'%Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” ' So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though
there were so many, the net was not torn. ** Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.
* Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. *“ This was
now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

> When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to
him, “Feed my lambs.” '° A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” ' He
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said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said
to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you
know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. ' Very truly, | tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow
old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take
you where you do not wish to go.” "’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult (ELW 696)
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kin - dred, leav - ing all for Je - sus’ sake.
keep us, say - ing, “Chris - tian, love me more.”
plea - sures, “Chris-tian, love me more than these.”
be - dience, serve and love you best of all.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.........

O Risen Christ, we may not see a blinding light, hear God’s voice, dream visions of singing
multitudes, nor catch over a hundred fish, but we are blessed to have you with us always. Help



us to see You in every person we meet and to feel your presence in our lives. Teach us to follow
You and your disciples, that our witness may be as bold, our love as deep, and our faith as true.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Creator God, we praise you for forming us and giving us life each day. We marvel at the
beauty and complexity of everything in nature. Remind us that we do not own the land, air,
water, plants, and animals, but are here to care for them. Guide us to be mindful of the ways we
waste your resources and destroy Creation. Open our eyes to enjoy the greening buds and our
ears to hear nature. Inspire us to be faithful stewards so your gifts will flourish for future
generations. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Holy Spirit, we pray your peace will spread throughout our broken world, so all people will
put down their weapons and set aside their hatreds. Give wisdom to the world’s leaders to seek
compromise and reconciliation rather than torture, oppression, and war. Protect refugees,
anyone living in violence, and military service people. Comfort their families who deal with
worry and stress. Send us out to work for justice and peace and inspire us to “Feed and tend
your sheep.” Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Loving God, we rejoice that you have named and claimed us. May we constantly praise you,
discern and use our talents wisely, and share our bounty with those in need. Bless all pastors,
deacons, bishops, and lay church leaders. We also rejoice with those who are celebrating special
milestones, graduations, anniversaries, birthdays, and other happy occasions. Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

O Healing Lord, “I cried to you for help, and you have healed me.” We pray You will continue to
care for us and carry our burdens. Restore to wholeness all those who are ill in mind, body, or
spirit. Guide and bless the work of all medical professionals, researchers, and caregivers.
Strengthen those dealing with long-term diagnoses: such as addiction, cancer, dementia, and
depression. Wrap our elderly loved ones and shut-ins with your warmth, comfort, and love. Lord
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Merciful God, you answer all our needs. Listen now as we offer other prayers, either silently
or aloud...... Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

O Comforter, we pray for the dying and give thanks for those who have died. Console their
family and friends who mourn. Bring them peace and hope in the days of grief ahead.
Strengthen us all in the promise of eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.or
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY Hymn of Promise CLC Choir Christian Yoder, Director
OFFERTORY HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.


https://www.clcathens.org/give

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,



and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.

Come and eat at God’s table.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GODSPEED

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

T bless you now and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377)
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sing with cre - a - tion to God the I AM!

n | Refrain
)

4 I I Py T =
oy o— i | o i | | | | 1
\\av @ P P 1 [ | ' | | |
J L4 - - ‘ T T |

Je - sus is ris - en and we shall a - rise.

Y2 | SR R Y |
Ge e e [ o 2 oe . 2
J ' !

Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Cortternporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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