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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Lector: Susan 
Urano; Live Stream: Sam Hanson; Time with Children: Elyce Friedman; Ushers: Tammy 
Thompson, Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Cathi Schwalbauch; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Greg 
Newton 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was 
true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the 
Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
WELCOME 
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PRELUDE  The World Needs a Song Men’s Ensemble Christian Yoder, Director 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG   Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that 
we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43 
A reading from Acts. 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When 
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come 
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to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and 
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, 
and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then 
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. 
Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some 
time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 Psalm 23 
 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
A reading from Revelation. 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, 
saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, 
“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
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  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s 
name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is 
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are 
one.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN     Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me (ELW 755) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers, 
we give you thanks for our mothers. 
 
We pray for moms whose children are grown. 
Grant them joy and satisfaction for a job well done. 
We pray for moms experiencing changes they could not predict. 
Grant them rest and peace as they trust you for the future. 
We pray for pregnant women who will soon be moms. 
Grant them patience and good counsel in the coming months. 
We pray for moms who face the demands of single parenthood. 
Grant them strength and wisdom. 
We pray for moms who enjoy financial abundance. 
Grant them time to share with their families. 
We pray for moms who are raising their children in poverty. 
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Grant them relief and justice. 
We pray for step-moms. 
Grant them patience, understanding and love. 
We pray for moms who are separated from their children. 
Grant them faith and hope. 
We pray for moms in marriages that are in crisis. 
Grant them support and insight. 
We pray for moms who gave up their children for adoption. 
Grant them peace and confidence as they trust in your love. 
We pray for adoptive mothers. 
Grant them joy and gratitude for the gift you have provided. 
We pray for women who think about becoming mothers. 
Grant them wisdom and discernment. 
We pray for women who desperately want, or wanted, to be mothers. 
Grant them grace to accept your timing. 
We pray for women who have assumed the mother’s role in a child’s life. 
Grant them joy and the appreciation of others. 
We pray for persons who are grieving the loss of their mother. 
Grant them comfort and hope in Christ’s resurrection. 
 
Lord, we thank you for the gift of motherhood. 
We thank you for the many examples of faithful mothers in scripture, 
like Sarah, Leah, Rachel, Hannah, Elizabeth, Priscilla, Lydia, Eunice and Lois. 
We are mindful this day of all these women, 
and especially Mary the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who had the courage in faith to say “yes” to your calling. 
May these women gathered here today emulate these examples of faith. 
And may they model for all the rest of us what it means to be your disciple. 
Bless them on this special day; in the name of Jesus Christ.  AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY    Sweet Hour of Prayer  Men’s Ensemble Christian Yoder, Director 
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OFFERTORY HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
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give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.   
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


