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(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Lector: Chad 
Kopenski; Live Stream: Kay Cleland; Time with Children: Puppets!; Ushers: JoAnn Ball, Dan 
Snoddy; Greeter: Chris Snoddy; Acolyte: Elizabeth; Tray Server: Steve Chikosky 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is 
making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today 
Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 
 
WELCOME 
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PRELUDE  Song Without Words by Mendelssohn  Donnalee Yoder, piano 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG   Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts 
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and 
peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
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FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18 
A reading from Acts. 
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4 Then 
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and 
in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, 
‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean 
has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God 
has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as 
it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?” 18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, 
“Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6 
A reading from Revelation. 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I 
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am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift 
from the spring of the water of life.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 
will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 I give you 
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (ELW 631) 

 
 
PRESENTATION 
In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death 
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water 
and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body 
of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and 
obedience to the will of God. 
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Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 
baptized into Christ? 
Response: We do. We present Magnolia Rae Haseley for baptism. 
As you bring Magnolia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
so that she may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Magnolia grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
As her sponsor/Godmother, do you promise to nurture Magnolia in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
I do. 
People of God, do you promise to support Magnolia and pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
We do. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of 
the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel 
from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 
sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the 
waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

BAPTISM 
Magnolia Rae Haseley, I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain Magnolia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
Magnolia Rae Haseley, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
Let your light so shine before others 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 
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Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 
join us in giving thanks and praise to God 
and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing in the mighty acts of God who has delivered his people from sin and death through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Let us lift our voices and pray. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us give thanks to God for the many blessings He showers upon us: 
For our lives and for those whom we love, 
For the beauty of this home God has created for us. 
For our families and our friendships, 
Let us give thanks to the God of Life. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for the church, that it may carry forward the works of God: 
For our pastors, deacons, and our bishops, 
For the many lay people who serve the church, 
And who serve the world through the church, 
For those gathered here in worship and prayer. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for the nations and peoples of the world, that the powers that oppress and destroy 
may decline, and that justice, peace and prosperity return. 
Let us pray especially for the people of nations where war and violence rage, especially Gaza 
and Israel, Haiti, Russia and Ukraine, India and Pakistan, and South Sudan and all the others. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer 
 
Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer, those who struggle.  We pray for those who 
have died and those who grieve their loss. 
Let the hope born of Easter give them peace, acceptance and renewal and that through their 
struggles they may come into closer communion with the God who redeems and restores. 
Risen Lord.  Hear our prayer 
 
Lord God, hear these, the prayers of your people.  Grant that the divine light with which you 
flood our minds may shine forth in our lives, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
AMEN 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY     Let There Be Peace on Earth   Christian Yoder, Director 
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.  
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.  
With God our Creator, we are family.  
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.  
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now;  
With every step I take, may this be my solemn vow:  
To take each moment and live each moment with peace eternally.  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  
And let it begin with me. 
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OFFERTORY HYMN  Rich in Blessings 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
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healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG     Jesus Shall Reign (ELW 434) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.   
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 


