Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry
June 22, 2025 - Second Sunday after Pentecost
Connecting people to people ® people to faith e faith to life

69 Mill Street e Athens, OH ¢ (740) 593-3144
info@clcathens.org ® www.clcathens.org

(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)

Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people.

Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell
and Fort Ancient cultures.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director:
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Lector: Pat
Cambridge; Live Stream: Marilyn Sheely; Time with Children: Cheryl Huebner; Ushers: Wanda
Weinberg, Marilyn Shealy; Greeter: Mim Almquist; Acolyte: Melody; Tray Server: Jane Unger



INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated
celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the
death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for

”

you.
WELCOME

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of * Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

Word of God, Come Down on Earth (ELW 510)
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Text: James Quinn, s1, b. 1919

Music: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER, Johann R. Ahle, 1625-1673
Text © James Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent. www.selahpub.com.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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we re - vere you; Word made flesh, we long to  hear you.
world re - stor-ing, speak to us, your love out- pour - ing.
all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9
A reading from lIsaiah.
1 was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
| said, “Here | am, here | am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
’1 held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
*a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
“who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
>who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for | am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
®See, it is written before me:
| will not keep silent, but | will repay;
| will indeed repay into their laps
’their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
| will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8Thus says the LorD:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”



so | will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
1 will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29

A reading from Galatians.

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be
revealed. ** Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be
justified by faith. 2 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian,
6 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. ?” As many of you as were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. ® There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus. ?? And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
the promise.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

’*Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee. ?’ As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long
time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. ?® When he saw
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with



me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do not torment me”—?°for Jesus had
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he
was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and
be driven by the demon into the wilds.) *° Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said,
“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. *' They begged him not to order them to go back
into the abyss.

> Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus
to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. ** Then the demons came out of the man
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.

**When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in
the country. *° Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus,
they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and
in his right mind. And they were afraid. *° Those who had seen it told them how the one who
had been possessed by demons had been healed. *’ Then all the people of the surrounding
country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he
got into the boat and returned. *® The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, *° “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much
Jesus had done for him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



MESSAGE

HYMN I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 611)
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1 I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up - on my breast.”
the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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1 came to Je - sus as 1 was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
1 came to Je - sus, and 1 drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now I live in him.
and in that light of life T'll walk tll trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their needs.

Dear God, thank you for this beautiful morning and this opportunity to be together. In Christ
Jesus, we are all Children of God, and we know that you love us all and care for us. Help us to
remember that we are called to also love one another equally, even those we may not know or
those we may disagree with. And please guide us as we strive to share your blessings, care for
others and spread your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Love, this may be a busy time for many of us, and it is also a stressful time with so much
war and danger and anger in our world. Thank you for helping each of us as we go through
stressful times and help us to reach out to the people we meet in our lives and give them hope
and comfort, too. And please also help us to remember that while we are all different in so
many ways, we are all Your children because You made us in Your image. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.



God of Peace, so many people live in danger and in fear in our world. Please be with everyone
whose lives are filled with danger of any sort. We ask you to help our leaders around the world
to work for peace instead of conflict. Please protect those who serve in the military, comfort
military families and bless our veterans. We ask you to also bless all refugees and help them to
find comfort, respect, and acceptance. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Compassion, we ask you to comfort those experiencing grief and loss and to relieve
those who are suffering. Please also bring strength to those who are hospitalized, confined to
homes, or undergoing tests. We pray for healing for anyone who is ill in mind, body, or spirit.
Restore to wholeness those who are struggling with addictions. Bless our shut-ins and help us
to bring them joy. Please hear us now as we ask for blessings for those we name aloud or in our
hearts........ Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of Comfort, be with those to whom death draws near and those who have lost loved ones.
Bring peace and comfort to all who mourn; knowing with the conviction of our faith that
because you so loved the world that you gave your Chosen Son, who died and rose again, we
too will have eternal life. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!




OFFERTORY
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God.

9
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You reveal your glory

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God,
ever to be adored in your eternal glory.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise....
...Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Loving God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

*+ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING SONG Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters (ELW 445)
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa- ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as  Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo-ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all its snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir - it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil-dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL

The service has ended. The ministry begins!
Go in peace! Live by the Spirit!

Thanks be to God.
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