
   
 

   
 

 Christ Lutheran Church & The Bridge Campus Ministry 
June 29, 2025 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Connecting people to people • people to faith • faith to life 

69 Mill Street • Athens, OH • (740) 593-3144 
info@clcathens.org • www.clcathens.org 

 
(PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 

 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
 

 
 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Choir Director: 
Christian Yoder; Choir Accompanist: Donnalee Yoder; Pianist: Patricia Cambridge; Lector: Greg 
Newton; Live Stream: Marilyn Shealy; Time with Children: Jana Hovland; Ushers: John Laughlin, 
Linda Batey; Greeter: Karen Beverly; Acolyte: Dessa; Tray Server: Chris Snoddy 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. 
This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not 
be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. 
This is the path of life. 

http://www.clcathens.org/
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WELCOME   
 
PRELUDE      
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, 
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 
You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, 
but we grow weary in doing what is right. 
In your mercy, forgive us. 
Do not give up on us. 
Heal us, break our bonds, 
and show us the path of life. 
Amen. 
 
You belong to Christ Jesus 
and you are God’s children through faith. 
In the cross of ☩ Christ, 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   God Is Here! (ELW 526) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



   
 

4 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true 
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we 
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 
A reading from 1 Kings. 
15 Then the LORD said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 
you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 
as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in 
your place.” 
  19 So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were 
twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw 
his mantle over him. 20 He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I 
done to you?” 21 He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; 
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they 
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 16 
 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3 But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips.  
 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
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 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11 You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
A reading from Galatians. 
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. 
 
  13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the 
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
15 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one 
another. 
 
  16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh 
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 
opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the 
Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 
impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 
dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, 
as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
  22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by 
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 9:51-62 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
51 When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And 
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to 
make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then 
they went on to another village. 
  57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 
go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first 
let me go and bury my father.” 60 But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but 
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let 
me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN    Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793) 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, 
the world, and all creation. 

Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us messengers of your peace. 
Emboldened by the witness of (your apostles Peter and Paul and) Christians throughout history, 
send us to proclaim your reign come near. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and birds, the pleasant land 
beneath us and the sun and moon above. Keep us mindful of the rich inheritance you have 
given us in the natural world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice and unable to be shaken as 
they pursue peace. Lead them by your Spirit to listen and respond to the people they govern. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know rejection, and shelter to 
those of us who have nowhere to lay our heads. Bring any who are sick into your healing 
presence especially those we name aloud or in our hearts. Give all your fullness of joy. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and within our congregation’s 
ministries. Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the freedom to which you have 
called us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful departed. Let us rejoice that you 
do not abandon us to the grave but lead us on the path of life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.clcathens.org/give
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OFFERTORY       

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Creator God, 
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 
and the harvest is plentiful. 
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 
and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
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through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy God, 

our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise… 

…Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
Thanks be to God! 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Loving God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 
☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG      Rich in Blessings 

 
 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
The service has ended. The ministry begins! 
Go in peace! Live by the Spirit! 
Thanks be to God. 
 


